
In the Spotlight | Sheriff Gus H. Skinner, Jr.

what Do you see as your maJor 
accomPlishments as sheriff?
My fi rst and foremost accomplishment was 
to bring trust and professionalism back 
into the McCreary County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. 
During my terms as sheriff  I have applied 
for and received various grants. With these 
grants we have purchased new fl eet vehicles, 
which were badly needed. Each deputy and 
two court security offi  cers have Tasers. Th e 
deputies have MDTs in their vehicles. I was 
able to hire a law enforcement intelligence 
analyst who is invaluable to this offi  ce and 
surrounding agencies.

how has your extensive backGrounD 
as a feDeral aGent helPeD you in 
your role as sheriff of mccreary 
county?
While working as a federal agent in this area, 
I worked with various local, state and federal 
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agencies. Th e respect and trust I developed 
over the years has been invaluable. As 
sheriff , if I need any assistance, I am able 
to pull resources from these diff erent 
agencies in combating crime in McCreary 
County.

what is your most favorable 
resource in law enforcement?
Being a small, rural county with no 
incorporated cities and the Daniel Boone 
National Forest making up 75 percent 
of the county, funds and manpower 
are limited. My offi  ce has four full-time 
deputies and myself for 24/7 coverage. 
My deputies go above and beyond their 
obligations because of their love for their 
county. We depend heavily on Kentucky 
State Police for their extra support. All I 
have to do is call KSP and they are always 
there for support. We do not know what 
we would do without the dedicated 
troopers in our county.

Please share the overall 
theme of your office anD why?
Th e theme of our offi  ce is to serve and 
protect the people of McCreary 

County while placing our trust in God. 
Th e people of McCreary County deserve to 
feel safe in their homes. Drugs are a major 
problem in the county so we partner with 
diff erent drug task forces to slow the drug 
traffi  cking in the county.

what is the Documentary that is 
beinG Done about the mccreary 
county sheriff’s office?
A fi lm crew out of Los Angeles, Calif. 
wanted to do a documentary about law 
enforcement in Appalachia. After doing 
some research they found McCreary 
County, Ky. I was contacted and agreed to 
help with their project. Th ey spent a couple 
of weeks fi lming my deputies and me. Th ey 
are hoping to have it produced by either 
National Geographic or the Discovery 
Channel. If this happens, it will be a great 
boost for the county.  J
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